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What Do They
Have in Common?

Text by Angela Weeks
Illustrations by Dick Weigall



What Do They Have in
Common? (s werds)

How to get the most from this book

Before starting

1. Revise the letter sounds in the book

s,a,t,i,p,n
c,k,ck,e,h,r,m,d
g: of ul I: fr b

2. Practise blending the sounds in unfamiliar words in the
text

* Teach the student to blend letter sounds in reqular words,
eq, 'h-e-1/m-e-t' is ‘helmet’
+ Say the sounds quickly to hear the word

* Say the first sound in the word louder - it makes the word
easier to hear

3. Teach the special words in the text by telling the student
what they say and provide practice through matching

games and Snap

what, do, they, have



4. After the reader has read the text, or the relevant page,
ask them one or more of the following questions:

1. For each group of words, ask the reader what the three
items have in common and/or what makes the fourth item
different. Accept any logical answer.

2. Take the opportunity to teach the names of categories.
For, example, the reader might say that a desk, a cot and
a bed have legs and a cup doesn't. "That's right. A desk,
a cot and a bed usually have legs and they are all types of
furniture.” Tell me the name of another piece of furniture.

3. Cats, dogs and pandas are animals and an ant is an insect.
Can you tell me one thing that animals have in common?
What do insects have in common?

4. How many body parts can you name? Show me your ankle,
wrist.

5. Tell me another word for a family member.
6. Tell me the name of another fruit, vegetable etc.
Why this approach?

In order to read a book successfully on their own, students need
to be taught how to blend the sounds of the words in the book, and
remember the irregularly spelt words, before they

are asked to read it. Without this preparation, they may find
reading difficult and become discouraged. The questions aim to
increase vocabulary and encourage the student to relate the text
to their own knowledge, feelings and experiences, so that reading
is meaningful.



What do they have in
common?

eqg, nut, salad, NOT
milk



What do they have in
common?

cat, dog, panda, NOT
ant
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What do they have in
common?

leg, neck, hand, NOT
lipstick



What do they have in

common?
desk, cot, bed NOT
cup



What do they have in
common?

helmet, hat, cap, NOT
socks



What do they have in
common?

plum, melon, apple,
NOT carrot
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What do they have in

common?
tram, truck, bus, NOT

jet
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